
 

 
     
 

          Sokol Los Angeles 
 

* Issue #23 * September 2011 * Published by American Sokol Los Angeles, 22542 Chaparro Drive, Saugus, CA 91350 * 
 

Editorôs Notes:  This is our second issue of Sokol Notes in 2011.  We have added a correction of the last 
issue.  We will include a Kudos mailbag and a complaints/suggestions mailbag in future issues.  If you have 
something to share about Sokol, your life, your experiences, and why Sokol is important, please send us your 
story and we will publish it.  Please send your stories to SokolNotes@SokolLA.org.   
 
 

* * * * * * * 

 
Words to Live By:  Let me never fall into the vulgar mistake of dreaming that I am persecuted whenever I am 
contradicted.  ~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

* * * * * * * 
 

Notes for thought:  Our wonderful volunteers ï Researching on the web we found this quote on the main Sokol 
website. http://www.american-sokol.org/volunteer.php 
 

ñAmerican Sokol was built by the efforts of many volunteers, with ñneither profit nor gloryò as a mantra. 
We rely a great deal on volunteer time and efforts to accomplish our mission.ò 
 
No non-profit organization can survive without volunteers. Sokol LA is very lucky to have a few dedicated and hard 
working volunteers who keep the organization going. Sokol LA has lost a large portion of our history.  At Sokol Los 
Angeles in the 1950s the names of the army of super volunteers in the following decade were from the families of: 
Nekuda, Wortner, řiha, Pokorny, Palas, Gayda, French, Salak, Kiġ, Haralik, Vanda, Marek, Koukal, ZboŚil, PeŚina, 
Ruģiļka, Komarek, Klojda, Ġeda, Bedn§Ś, Ġikola, Hintnaus, Litochleb, Svoboda, Nachtigal, Broģek, ChemliŚ, 
Hlavaļek, Finek, Ingriġ, Stelibski, Fuchs, Jackl, Zelenka, and many others whose names we would like to 
remember and publish.  Most of our current members have no idea what a great group of volunteers put their 
dedication and sweat to make Sokol Los Angeles grow. Please share your stories about Sokol members from the 
past that have made a difference as volunteers for Sokol Los Angeles.   We reserve the right to edit the articles. 
Please send your stories to SokolNotes@SokolLA.org.  
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Letters to the Editor:  e-mail: SokolNotes@SokolLA.org  
U.S Mail: 22542 Chaparro Drive, Santa Clarita, CA 91350-1501.  
We look forward to hearing from you.  Thanks to all who have written or e-mailed. 
 

NAZDAR! 
Sister Lillian Roter, Editor 
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We got mail! 
 
 
Thank you all who cared enough to send us an email.  We appreciate your input.   
 
Mail we gratefully appreciate ï a thank you or encouraging and complimentary mail ï We may 
include part or all in the Notes. 
 
Mail we appreciate ï constructive criticismï a few minor corrections received from members; 
these will be covered later in these Notes.   
 
Mail that we find a little disturbing ï ALL CAPS in emails means you are shouting at us.  If we left 
out something that is important to you, please forgive us for the omission and include that information 
in your email.  We will do our best to publish it in the next edition.  We welcome suggestions and 
ideas.  Remember that we are all volunteers.  Please treat us as you would like to be treated. 
 
We love pictures ï Thanks to members who included pictures with their requested stories.  A picture 
is worth a lot of printed words. Sometimes we forget names from long ago, but the faces we may still 
recognize.  If you send a picture, please remember to include the names of pictured individuals. 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
Corrections to last Sokol Notes 
 

One member pointed out that the pages were not numbered in sequence.  There were only 13 pages in the June 
Sokol Notes, not 15, as indicated by the page numbers at the bottom of the page.  The cover page was page 1 
and 2, but the numbers were not printed.  In the future the numbers will be for the printed document pages only 
and not the cover sheet.  Another complaint was that the pictures were too small.  In the future we may have fewer 
pictures, so they can be larger.   
 
We missed mentioning Sister Cynthia Zuberôs hard work in volunteering her time and effort in helping Sister Lillian 
Roter organize the last two Sokol dances and putting together the raffles as well as her singing performances.  
Our apologies for forgetting to recognize all her fine work. We know that Sister Roter considers her a very helpful 
volunteer. 

Please remind us of items you deserve acknowledgment for ï time, gift items, etc.  Sometimes, with our 
busy schedules, we forget to publicly acknowledge those who selfishly give of themselves to help make our 
functions successful.  While a personal thank you is appreciated, public recognition is also warranted. 
 
Our apologies for accidentally omitting the life stories received for the departed Sokol members who were listed in 
the last issue of Sokol Notes.  We have included their stories below in this issueôs ñIn Memoriamò column as well 
as the stories of our most recently departed. 
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     American Sokol is an organization dedicated to the physical, mental and cultural advancement of its 
members, the youth and adults that attend its programs and the local communities it 
serves.  Sokol was founded on the Tyrs philosophy that only physically fit, mentally 
alert,and culturally well-developed citizens can make a nation strong and give life to the 
honorable spirit of patriotism. 
 

     Sokol Los Angeles, founded in 1909, is an American Czech/Moravian/ Slovak 
social, gym and educational organization established to carry on the ASO philosophy.  
Our organization is open to all individuals interested in the Czech/Moravian/ Slovak 
cultures and the ASO philosophy. 
 

     Sokol is the Czech word for falcon, a symbol of strength, beauty, harmony and  
      freedom.  People participating in Sokol activities are themselves often called "Sokols." 

 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

Laughter ï The Best Medicine: 

 

Officers and Directors for 2011 Elected November 20, 2010: 
 

President -- Tim Kis 
Vice-President -- Don Hauser 

Secretary ð Darine Klega 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary -- Lillian Roter 

Education Director -- Jim Buchanan 
Membership Director ð Georgia Drabeck 

Public Relations Director -- Cynthia Zuber 
Menõs Physical Director ï Otto Notzl     Womenõs Physical Director ï Libby Pelc 

Editor Sokol Notes -- Lillian Roter 
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Membership:   Since the last issue of Sokol Notes, three Sokol Los Angeles members have departed this world.  
Brother Duġan Klein has passed away along with his wife. Their deaths made the local news from LA to Las 
Vegas.  Sister Ethel Pauline Winslow, a former member and the mother of Brother John Winslow. Antoinette 
ChemliŚ, who touched the hearts of the current Sokol Czech Class.  Our sympathies are with the families of the 
dearly departed in their sorrow. While they are no longer with us, they have all left us with fond memories that we 
will cherish forever.   
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JiŚ² Karger  
 

While JiŚ² Karger was not a Sokol member, we honor him as a good friend of Sokol and for his wonderful artwork 
that graced Sokol Hall, Sokol publications and event flyers. 

                      
              JiŚ² Karger on his 85th birthday 

 

In Memoriam 
 

"As long as hearts remember,  

As long as hearts still care,  

We never part with those we love--  

They are with us everywhere..."  

 

Ethel Pauline Winslow   10/1/1918 ï 6/27/2011 

 Duġan Klein    3/21/1952 ï 6/30/2011 

Antoinette Marie ChemliŚ   4/2/1919 ï 7/23/2011 
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          George (Jiri) Karger was born on April 22, 1924 in Opava, Czech Republic. He grew up in Opava and 
Olomouc, graduated from State Graphic School and Umprum in Prague with the title of Academic Artist.  As an art 
student, he worked with his class on stained glass windows for St. Vitus Cathedral, which remain there today.  He 
continued his education at Charles University before having to leave his homeland in 1949 when the Communists 
came into Czechoslovakia. 
          He lived in exile in Ludwigsburg, West Germany from 1949-1950. During this time he took part in starting 
many first emigrant cultural magazines as well as political revues, being responsible for graphic design and 
illustrations. He continued his education in exile. While in Ludwigsburg he married Milena in 1949 and, in 1950, 
their daughter Daniela was born. 
          In the year 1951, the three of them emigrated to Norway.  They became Norwegian citizens and Jiri owned 
a successful design studio in Oslo. In 1955 the family emigrated to Sweden where he worked for SAS as an art 
director in Stockholm. 
          In 1960 they emigrated to California and five years later they became US citizens.  Jiri became an art 
director for Carson Roberts advertising agency. In 1967 he was creative director for CBS until his retirement in 
1989. He was painting as well during all this time and had numerous gallery showings.  His paintings are displayed 
in friendsô homes around the world.  He was very involved in various organizations: SVU (Czechoslovakian 
Society of Arts and Science) where he served as president and The Czechoslovakian Culture Club of Los 
Angeles. 

He painted a mural at the Sokol Hall and created many cover designs for Sokol Los Angeles. 
Designed covers for Vestnik of the Czech Catholic Mission dating back to the 1960's.  He was very proud of the 
bronze statue in Prague that was designed by him to honor all the people that lost their lives due to political 
reasons under Communism. 
          He was such a versatile and talented man who was fortunate enough to actually be able to have a 
successful life-long career doing what he loved. He lived a full long life, and his beautiful paintings will live on 
forever. 
          In 1999, his dear wife Milena passed away. They had nearly 50 years of marriage together.  He left behind 
his loving daughter Daniela, her husband Jeff Murray, and his three grandchildren, Nicholas, Lauren, and Alan.  
Daughter Daniela Murray submitted her fatherôs life story. 
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